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build on today’s courageous step forward toward
lasting peace. In addition, I look forward to our
Trade and Investment Conference to be held

this May as a way to underscore the tangible
benefits to peace.

Statement on Compensation for Persian Gulf Conflict Veterans
February 22, 1995

Today, the country takes a long-overdue step
to recognize the sacrifices of these Persian Gulf
veterans. We are taking an unprecedented ap-
proach to assisting these veterans by providing
compensation for conditions that have defied
conventional diagnoses. We encourage any Per-
sian Gulf veteran who is sick to file a claim,
and we will automatically reopen previously de-
nied claims as a result of this new law.

I felt that we could not wait on science. For
some Persian Gulf veterans like Michael Sills,
medical science does not have answers today,
but we must not and will not give up.

Michael Sills and veterans like him who
served their country honorably have earned our
gratitude. And when they are sick, we must do
what is right.

NOTE: This statement was included in a White
House statement announcing that the President
met with Michael I. Sills, one of the first recipients
of a compensation check awarded to Persian Gulf
conflict veterans with chronic disabilities resulting
from undiagnosed illnesses.

Message to the Congress Reporting Budget Rescissions and Deferrals
February 22, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Congressional Budget

and Impoundment Control Act of 1974, I here-
with report one revised deferral, totaling $7.3
million, and two revised rescission proposals, to-
taling $106.7 million.

The revised deferral affects the Department
of Health and Human Services. The revised re-
scission proposals affect the Department of Edu-

cation and the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
February 22, 1995.

NOTE: The report detailing the proposed rescis-
sions and deferral was published in the Federal
Register on March 7.

Remarks to the Business Council
February 22, 1995

Thank you very much. Ed, you did such a
good job, I was thinking there wasn’t much
more for me to say. I’ll just—what if I say
I agree and sit down and get a free meal?
[Laughter] I’m delighted to be back here with
this group, and I’m glad to see many old friends.

I’ve tried to make a couple of the tables, and
afterward, I want to go around to say hello
to everybody I missed.

I, more than anything else, want to say, too,
I appreciate the receptivity that many, many
members of this group have had to working
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